By DOROTHY PREECE

WHITIANGA. A piece of maritime his-
tory is undergoing major repairs at the
Whitianga marina.

Karin 111 is 102 years old. She was
built in Norway by Colin Archer for tea
magnate Sir Thomas Lipton. Launched
in 1898 under a different name, the gaff-
rigged yacht was built specifically as a
spectator vessel for the owner’s presti-
gious guests, while waching the Lipton
Cup yacht race in 1899. The Lipton Cup
was the forerunner of the modern day
America’s Cup.
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Sailing into history

111’s history. In 1982 a Chinese business-
man brought her to New Zealand, and
used her for drug-running until the police
caught up with him. She was left aban-
doned in the Whangarei River and even-
tually sank at her moorings. Northland

Harbour Board eventually sold- her for "

$15,000 to recover mooring fees.
“$15,000 would not even buy the lead in
her keel,” grins owner Daniel Evans. He
and co-owner Stuart Hanson of Auckland
pulled the yacht out in Whitianga and
now a major renovation is under way.
The 16m long Karin 111 draws 2%m of
water, which precludes her getting into
most marinas. Whitianga is one of the
few places where they could work on her.
Five men are working fulltime repairing
the solid teak hull planking and decks,

and fine interior finishing to get her back
to the original plans that were published -
. it books when she was launched more

than a century ago.
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Mr Evans says they plan to take the
yacht to the America’s Cup Jubilee races
in San Francisco next year and are seek-
ing sponsorship to get her there. . .

‘History will then go full circle: when
Karin 111 comes back to Auckland for the
next America’s Cup, serving once again
as a corporate spectator vessel.
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J:u:.:,_ on trailer $1800 y
Fyran 12’ on trailer with

Johnson 15hp $2500
Mosquito Craft 12°. Canopy,

15hp Johnson, on trailer ~ $1500
Dolfin 9’ GRP Dinghy. 4hp

Johnson + beach trolley ~ $1500
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; =31 - 1997 Yamaha 30hp, L/S, oil injection, :a% cond.,
manual, $2895 |
" Force 3hp S/, clean & tidy, $495
1989 Yamaha 40hp, HEOL, tidy oo:&; electric
start, manual, $3595
1986 Suzuki 30hp S/S, tidy, manual $1595
(Outboard prices include GST)
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SEA NYMPH V13. Prof: modified self-
draining floor & swivel seats, canopy &
Humminbird Wide 100 fish a:nm_, Suzuki
ofl-injected electric start 30hp, galv. fac-
tory trafler.  Great value ma $4500
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